OCUS ON THE MIDDLE

South Lake Middle School MARCH 2010

Dear Parents:

Is the proof in the pudding? You bet, when it pertains to student achievement and success at South Lake
Middle School. Four recent events bear witness to this.

First, SLMS student scores surpassed our two neighboring school districts on the 2009 MEAP. Overall,
our kids were also above the county and state levels in proficiency. What can we attribute this to — the
quality education South Lake offers all of its students. You may think that | am bragging, but given the
success of our students, | am sure that you will agree that | have the license to do so. This indeed is
based on the wonderful achievement and progress our kids continue to make, coupled with the student
focused programs our proactive and caring staff create and offer, based on student data. Despite the
budgetary challenges that continue to face us, as well as all Michigan school districts, the SLMS staff
always finds a way to circumvent this obstacle and meet the learning needs of our students.

Second, through our Recycling Club members’ leadership and its sponsor Mrs. Tisdale, coupled with the
diligence of our students, SLMS has become a leader in helping keep our environment clean. As a result,
our school has not only been named to the Michigan Green Schools Program, but qualified for the
prestigious Emerald status. As Paul Gieleghem, Chairman of the Macomb County Board of
Commissioners states, “Thanks to the dedicated effort of your program coordinator, Kathy Tisdale,
students and staff are learning firsthand the importance of protecting our resources and saving energy.”
Again, thanks to the leadership of our staff, our students are at the forefront of learning to safeguard our
global ecology.

Third, | am very pleased to announce that based upon testing and academic achievement, four of our
eighth grade students were accepted into the International Academy of Macomb for the 2010-11 school
year. In proportion to the larger districts in Macomb County, this is quite an achievement for a school and
district our size.

Finally, the motivation and learning experience of our students are clearly indicative of the high standards
at SLMS. Fifty-four percent of our students earned a place on the Honor Roll for both the first and second
trimester marking periods. Eighteen percent of our kids maintained a 4.0 average and were named to the
Principle’s List of Distinction.

My friends, these are the facts; these are the irrefutable statistics that clearly indicate the academic
achievement at SLMS. These successes can only happen where students are committed to learning,
where there is a positive, healthy, and safe learning environment, and where teachers care and are
proactive. As several of Macomb County’s top educators summed us up, “South Lake Middle School is a
hidden jewel within Macomb County.”

South Lake Middle School does have a wonderful student body, a dedicated teaching staff, and
outstanding achievement in a great and safe learning environment. Needless to say, the PROOF IS IN
THE PUDDING!

Cordially,
Richard Norsigian



March 10, 2010

South Lake Middle School

Richard Norsigian, Principal
21621 California

St. Clair Shores, Ml 48080

VIA EMAIL: rnorsigian@solake.org

Dear Principal Norsigian,

Congratulations! We are pleased to inform you that South Lake Middle School's Michigan Green Schools
Program application has been accepted. After a thorough review of the submitted materials, South Lake Middle
School has earned 15 points and “Emerald” status for the 2009-10 academic year.

Thanks to the dedicated effort of your program coordinator, Kathy Tisdale, students and staff are learning
firsthand the importance of protecting our resources and saving energy. Getting kids involved in learning to be
environmentally responsible is an integral part of developing a green and sustainable future.

We look forward to honoring this special achievement at an awards ceremony on Thursday, April 22, 2010.
Please join us at 11 a.m. in the Michigan and Superior Rooms located at the north end of the MISD
Building at 44001 Garfield Rd. in Clinton Township. We can accommodate two representatives from each
school. Your superintendent has also received an invitation. We expect the program to last approximately one
hour and plans are in the works to make it available via live-stream web cast through the county’s website.

Please RSVP by April 1, 2010 with the names of your school representatives to Patti Dib at (586) 469-6484 or
patti.dib@macombcountymi.gov.

Again, please accept our heartiest congratulations for this remarkable achievement!

Sincerely,

Paul Gieleghem
Chairman

CC: Kathy Tisdale
VIA EMAIL: ktisdale@solake.org



APRIL CALENDAR

1 Thursday = NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
Spring Break Begins

12 Monday School Resumes from Spring Break
22 Thursday Parent Koffee Klatch VIII, 9:00 A.M.
And 6:00 P.M.

29 Thursday NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
12:30 — 3:00 P.M. and 5:00 — 8:00 P.M.

KOFFEE KLATCH VI
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010
9:00 A.M. —10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M. —7:00 P.M.
MEDIA CENTER

PLEASE JOIN US

TO
Update you about our school, share ideas,
suggestions, and concerns or just simply to get
to know one another informally




Where Everyone Belongs!

By: Cassidy Perlick 8™ grade student and WEB leader

Every school has a unique way of welcoming their new students into a life of learning. This year
was the first time we opened South Lake Middle School up to a new grade level of students, the
6" graders. In having the 6™ graders as a part of our school, we needed a way to prepare and
welcome the new student body. This was a big change to our Middle School, but we definitely
made it work with a helpful program.

The WEB program, Where Everyone Belongs, is a magnificent organization that made this
year’'s welcoming even more successful. WEB helps integrate and welcomes 6th graders into the
new world of middle school without being fearful. We do hands on activities that show life
lessons, develops leadership and teaching skills, makes the 6™ grade coming into our school
more comfortable and special, and decreases bullying. We mostly focus on 6™ graders but also
work with our 7" graders. We work together as fellow schoolmates, always lending a helping
hand.

The WEB program was created for many different reasons. It was created to make students feel
positive about themselves and show them that anyone can be successful. 8" grade students
mentor their younger 6™ graders and act as student teachers. The 34 that were chosen by
application to become WEB leaders began training on becoming a respectful leader. During the
summer, we gave up free time to work hard and took action with putting on 6™ and 7™ grade
orientations. The day of orientation, WEB leaders were pumped and sharing that vibe with all of
the students. We made them feel comfortable and answered any question that may have been
asked.

Finally, when school started up, everyone was very much prepared and the 6™ graders had a bit
of fear lifted off them. We continue to see our assigned group of mentees each week when we
teach a lesson. Monday mornings we attend their Core classes and split off into our groups. We
focus throughout that week on social lessons, taught by Mrs. McGill, the advisor. “These lessons
are designed to give 6th graders the skills needed to be successful during their middle school
years and beyond,” states the WEB organization. Our weekly lessons are based on real life
things such as gossip, good or bad sportsmanship, positive attitudes, don’t bring anyone down
etc. Every lesson is linked with a fun activity to give the point and help draw a visual example. For
instance, on a lesson about how you are not able to take back what you say, we did an activity
with toothpaste. The kids had to squeeze out the toothpaste and then try to accomplish putting it
back into the tube. This showed them that in life you can't take back what you say. It stays out
there just like the toothpaste. The activities help students understand and comprehend the
lessons we teach. On special occasions, we have a fun activity for team building. For Christmas,



we made a ginger bread house, and worked as a team to get it done. Sometimes learning from
your peers and stating how you felt in that situation makes a better impact. As WEB leaders and
young mentors to the pre-teens, we help them and always show that they can trust us just like a
friend, because that’s what we truly are.

Where Everyone Belongs at South Lake Middle School allows many of our leaders the
opportunity to shine in success. They put their skills to good use, developing their ability as a
leader and role-model. Last year in 7th grade, many filled out an application to compete with
others to become a WEB leader for the following year. This was very new and we were curious to
know for what we are applying. Applications were looked through and our first WEB leaders were
chosen. We are trained as mentors in our Core Extension class, dedicated to the WEB program,
on how to handle certain situations, how to manage your group, problems with behavior, and
many more factors. We work with a group of about 8-10 6™ graders. We make sure to have the
ability to be in charge but at the same time we are just like a normal peer. Some groups are much
more challenging than others. The pre-teens sometimes can get a little rambunctious, but as
mentors we handle it like leaders and respectfully, as we were trained.

“I am a WEB leader at South Lake Middle School and enjoy being able to interact and help
others. It's an honor to mentor younger’'s and be an example. They look up to you so you always
need to watch your actions. It's an amazing program and helps you with teaching abilities; it's so
much fun!” says SLMS student, Cassidy Perlick. The students in this program not only act as
strong teachers and leaders, but as a school big brother or sister. They give advice when
confronted or needed, which helps their fellow schoolmates move forward in school and other
areas of need. The WEB fosters 8" grade qualities at SLMS, and helps our students excel. “The
leaders and activities are fun. | like it when they come each week,” shared two 6™ grade students
at SLMS; we are their first friends starting a new journey at a new middle school.

Bullying takes place anywhere, there is no denying it. A bully’s common target is younger age
groups; this makes them feel powerful. They know they have the ability to scare a younger child.
In grades 6-10, 13% of students reported bullying others, 11% were the targets of bulling, and 6%
experienced both, according to National Youth Violence Prevention Resource Center. This
program helps decrease these percentages in schools. Instead of pushing a scrawny innocent
10/11 year old into a locker, WEB leaders are taught to acknowledge them. In the hallways, we
greet them as they are walking. You may not feel like it makes a big difference, but it truly does,
raising the students self esteem each time.

In conclusion, every school should take part in having this wonderful WEB program which South
Lake Middle School has integrated. It has students participate in activities with social lessons,
allows leaders to shine, comforts young 6™ graders, welcomes them to a new school, and helps
decrease bullying in school. WEB is an all around outstanding program. It has helped this year to
bring all grades together and boost pride in our school. We are very proud and happy that we
have this program and will use it for years to come.



Art

On Saturday March 6, 2010, a reception was held for the Michigan Art Education Association,
Region 6 art show. The following students had their art work entered into the show; Courtney
Rumsey, Cassidy Perlick, India Rakestraw, Anna Majewski, and Carolyn Poleski. The reception
and show was held at the Clinton Macomb Library in Clinton Township. Congratulations to the
students for a job well done.

Mandarin

Seventh Grade

Students finished the unit of “Time and Weather”, and completed Exam #5. They learned how to
tell time and describe the weather in Mandarin. We learned the happy birthday song, and they
know how to say their age in Mandarin. We played the chopsticks game. The Chinese students
from the WSU-Confucius Institute visited us on March 19" and they practiced speaking Mandarin
through a variety of hands on activities. We are looking forward to the next unit which is “It’s all
about the job”.

Eighth grade: The students finished the unit “Environment and Health” and completed Exam
#5. They know how to describe the weather and the four seasons; they can tell you if they are
sick or well. We played the chopsticks game, had a visit from the six grader Matt Wilkins who
delivered a charming performance with his Chinese folk musical instrument. We were also visited
by the students from the WSU-Confucius Institute who helped us practice speaking Mandarin
through a variety of hands on activities. We are looking forward to the next chapter which is
“Fashion and Entertainment”.




Hats for Hat......sponsored by the WEB Program

After the horrific disaster in Haiti, the WEB Leaders (Where Everyone Belongs) decided to help.
Mrs. McGill and the WEB Leadership team brainstormed ideas for a fundraiser that would raise
money to be donated to the UNICEF set up for Haiti. Although hats are not allowed in the school
on a normal school day, Mr. Norsigian gave permission to have a “Hat Day” and wear their
favorite hat to school ALL day for two days. We sold tickets for $1.00 each. The students really
got into it and even wrote and performed a skit that aired on the school channel DNA82. In the
end, it was great to see everyone support the cause and wear their hats to school. Some kids
wore sombreros and others caps; one even wore a hat full of dreadlocks!

The WEB leaders kept a bar graph hanging near the cafeteria as the money came in. After two
weeks of selling tickets the totals were in. The 6™ graders raised $120.85, the 7" graders raised
$107.74 and the 8" graders brought in $137.14, for a grand total of $365.73. Great job
Cavaliers!



PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: Our neighbor across the street on California, U.S.
Accounting and Tax Service has asked that parents please not park or wait for
students in their lot from January 1% through April 15™ It is their busy season and
their clients are unable to park.

For the safety of our students who are picked up and dropped off each day by parents or other
family members as well as for the safety of our kids who walk or bike to school, the following
procedure must be followed.

Students are to be dropped off in the morning and picked up in the afternoon in the east
parking lot adjacent to the gym and cafeteria. Cars/drivers are to enter the east parking
lot, circle around, pick up the student, and then exit the lot. Students can also be dropped
off or picked up on Maxine, but it must be on the same side of the street as the school.

Do not pick up or drop off students by entering the west lot which is closest to Harper. This is
only for staff parking and bikers who need to get to the bike racks behind the school.

Students cannot be dropped off or picked up on California. With the large volume of
traffic at arrival and dismissal times, walkers and bikers crossing the street, and the
narrowness of the street, our kids’ safety is of utmost concern. Cars parked or waiting on
California only jeopardize our students’ safety.

Students dropped off or picked up contrary to this
procedure will receive a detention.

Parents and Guests Check In
During School Hours

As a reminder to all of our parents, family members, and other visitors, you must sign in at the
main office and receive a pass before proceeding to any part of the school or meeting with a staff
member.

By no means is a teacher to be interrupted during class time. All of our teachers will be very
happy to meet with you by scheduling an appointment. Your cooperation is needed in order to
ensure the safety of our children, as well as, the uninterrupted preparation and flow of classes.




