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Superintendent

A Message from th

Payingit Forward

One recent unday morning, | opened my email and
found a message from the parent of a former student.
I isgtudent wasin my school when | was a principal. As
| began to read, | have to admit that | expected it to be a
letter voicing a concern or something for meto look into.
It took me a few sentences to redlize that it was a letter
expessng gratitude. ! e experience of receiving this
message reminds me of the commercial in which aperson
observes someone doing a kindness and then passes it
on. So, Mrs. Mowen and Jacob, with that in mind, | am
devoting thisarticleto expressng my gratitudeto the ga"
and students that every day make South Lake Schools a
great placeto learn and work#

| $rst want to expresshow grateful | am for all of the South
Lake families who have over the years maintained their
commitment to our schools and community. Many others
chose to leave when things did not go exactly as they
wanted, but you have stayed and worked with usmodeing
thelife skills of community and acceptance.! ank you#

I am so thankful for the teachers who have strengthened,
through their hard work and dedication, many of our
programs.

Our South Lake High School Symphony Band received a
819 the highest possible achievement rating at the M SBOA

@Didrict 16 Band and Orchedtra Festival. 8! ank you,
sudentsand Mr. Verbeket?

Many of our athletes achieved scholar status this year.

I ey demonstrated that hard work on the$eldsand in the
classrooms aways pays 0" . Brooke Brancato and Jackie
Cardno quali$ed for the Sate Tournament in bowling.

Jeremy Lewis quali$ed for the Sate Svim Meet and broke
the school'srecord for 100-meter breaststroke at the meet#
I ank you for demonstrating leadership and representing

our school and district well.

| want to also send a specia @ ank you? to al of the
dementary ga' and students who have worked so hard
to move toward World Class PYP Authorization by the
International Baccalaureate Organization and who have
achieved Glasser Quality School gatus. Our students
are truly participating in a globa learning experience
designed to provide them with lifdong skills. ! e only
problem with publicly thanking individuals and groupsis
that you run therisk of forgetting someone who warrants
specia recognition. However, if you never attempt to
pass the gratitude on, you have to live with the regret of
not saying, ! ank you# | want to sincerely express my
thanksto all of the sudents, parents, sa' and community
members who daily make me aware of how blessed | am

to be able to serve the South Lake Schools community. |

egpecialy want to thank Mrs. Mowen and Jacab for taking
a few minutes out of their day and really making mine#
Pamela Balint

South Lake Schools

Quccessa Every Sep for Every Sudent
With itsacclaimed programsand 0" erings, South Lake Schools helpsyour student prepare for and succeed at each next step with:

SHfe, secure, personalized instruction

Acceerated academic programs

Sanish and Mandarin ingtruction

Reading and math support

Elementary band and music programs

Only Macomb County school district with International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme candidate schools

2012-13 €hoolsof Choice
Applications are currently being accepted
: through August 24, 2012 :
. for Kdg.- 9th grade Macomb County Residents -«
: Please see www.solake.org .
or call 586-435-1640 for moreinformation.

:

s

I e South Lake Schools Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed or
ancestry, age, height, weight, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, or any other legally protected characterigtic in its

programs, activities, or employment.
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LINK Crew Helps Freshmen

Prepare for Semester Exams

South Lake High School's 5th Annual Cookies and Cram was
held on Friday, January 13, 2012 in the high school cafeteria
Upper classmen from the LINK mentoring program hosted
the freshmen-only event in order to help the freshmen prepare
for their upcoming semester exams. 2Many freshmen are
overwhemed with preparing for their exams, and this event
gives them an opportunity to come together and get help®
says LINK Coordinator and high school science teacher, Je
Lambdin. ! eLINK leaders get exam reviews from teachers,
and then prepare review games and activities for the freshmen.
Freshmen also havethe opportunity to work a study tableswith
roving LINK leadersassisting them, aswell asthe many teachers
who stopped by the event.

Junior LINK leader, Katdlyn McCoy, likes athat it is older
gsudents running it, that way they can be an example that
studying is good® Freshman Lauren Dandurand commented
alt helped me alot when it cameto the day of our exams? and
freshman CornishaKendrick gaveit a10 out of 10.

I eevent wasopen to all freshmen and cookies, milk, and juice
were provided.
Additionaly, ra' es
were held severd
times throughout
the event. I el
prizes  included

notebooks, folders,
pens, and pencils.
Assistant Principal,
Michad  Fringer,
aso gracioudy
donated the grand
prize of lunch for thewinner and afew friends. He commented
a] was impressed with the turnout, and the enthusiasm of the
Link Leaders®

S |
— W

KoepselastheMovesat VIPDance

Freedom Assembly

Learning buddies from Mrs. DeCook's 5th grade class and
Ms. Berbenchuk's 1st/2nd grade multiage class presented an
assembly on the topic of freedom
asitrelatesto Choice! eory. Itis
based on the idea that we are all
freeto make choicesfor ourselves.
Several students  introduced
the idea of freedom, a couple
of gudents shared poems they
wrote, while some shared some
of the choicesthat they arefreeto
make every day for themselves.

To tiethetopicinto Black History
Month, the classes crested a
freedom quilt, and each child designed a square representing
choicesthey liketo make.

ldeas to Help Your Child at Home

Every semester a conferences parents ask for ideason how to help their
child a home and in school. As we know each child is di$erent, but |
wanted to share some ideas that may help you and your child through
their years of schooling.

1. Talk to your child about school. Ask speci% questionsto draw out
your child. Ask 2How do you think you did on the math test? 2Did Ms.
Bialke say anything funny today? @What gamesdid you play in PE?.

2. Giveyour child aquiet placeto study and do homework. Find an area
in your home that is free of digtraction (not away and in their room)
whereyour middle schooler can concentrate on homework. Beavailable
to help if your child hasaquestion.! isshould be atechnology/gadget
free area so they will spend time working and not on % ding music to
listen to instead.

3. Check over your child'shomework. Even if you don't know about the
Pythagorean! eorem, or even al the Amendmentsto the Congtitution,
you can ill look over your child's work to ensure it's complete, neat,
and basic grammar (capitaization and punctuation) is correct. Even if
you work late, have your child leave their homework out for you to see
when you get home.

4. Pogt a family calendar in a central place. Write down important
school dates, including parent meetings, due dates for projects, and
tests. Encourage your middle schooler to add to the calendar and to
check it daily.

5. Help your child become organized. Sop in to school and check their
locker from timeto time. At the end of the night make sure all supplies
and assgnments are ready to be taken back to school in the morning.

6. Limit technology. Make sure phones, tablets, computers, games,
Ipod's, etc. are checked in at night. Kidswill avoid deeping if they have
their gadgetswith them &t night. Avoid TV'sbeingin their bedrooms.

Ms. Balke- South Lake Middle School / Schoolfamily.com



Curriculum and Instruction Update Where We Are in Time and Place

by John Thero %

As one of the tamest wintersin memory comes to a close, and
with spring on its way in, there are many things going on in
South Lakewith regard to curriculum and ingtruction.

Didtrict adminigrators and teachers have received the data
from this year's Michigan Educational Assessment Program
(MEAP) and have begun to disaggregate the information in
order to determine where we need to improve programs and
ingruction. South Lakés pro#cient scores are above the sate
and county averages for 5th, 6th and 8th grade mathematics,
and we performed well in most other areas.

' e Digrict Mathematics Committee continues to meet and
has begun to develop common assessmentsfor al grades. " e
committee is expecting to begin teaching some new units next
year, as wdll as implementing new common assessments as we
moveto the Common Core Sate Sandards.

' edigrict issending four teachersfor training in new science
units that will be piloted next year. " iswill give the district
valuable information as we begin a curriculum cyclein science
in the 2012-2013 school year.

If you have any questions about any of our programs, please
contact the Curriculum O$ ce at 586-435-1640.

Aspire to Go Higher!

Mr. Chmidewski's
multi-aged classroom
a Koepsel Education
Center is aspiring to
go higher% Recently
each student sdected
a college or university
to research. Sudents
wrote letters  to
their universty asking for
information on enrollment,
tuition and criteria needed
to become a member of
their ingitution. During the
. process students created a
y tri-fold poster displaying
the information for their
respective university. On
Monday, March 5th, they hogted the families of the sudents as
well as their Koepsell counterparts to show o0& their amazing
projects¥o
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During their Where We Are
in Time and Place unit, Mrs.
Edith Bernstein visited Mrs.
Kral 's fourth graders to speak
about her experience as a
Holocaugt survivor. " e vist
was a global connection to the
unit a er the students read
Lois Lowry's Number the Sars
and experienced inquiry on related Holocaust topics.

Kindergarten Time Travelers

As pat of their PYP

Where We Are in Time EEuisg
and Place unit, Avalon
kindergartners went back
in time 200 yearswhen the
Troy Higorical Museum
vigited the school bringing
pioneer artifacts from
A-Z. Sudentswereableto
see and discuss the many |
tools and items settlers
used when they lived in
log cabins. " ey also dressed in period clothing - the girlsin
gpronsand the boysin vests. In addition they learned to play a
gameinvolving cobblersand shoes.

' e kindergartners also shared their knowledge regarding the
past and present when they made and presented a timeline of
their life highlighting #ve to six events from their lives so far.
' ey enjoyed making connectionswith othersregarding smilar
experiences and also noticed the di&erencesin our lives which
make us unique. " e connections were even more evident
when Ms. Wood and Mrs. Saleh shared their timeline of their
childhood experiences from birth to 5 yearsold. " iswas an
interesting and fun learning experience for everyone.

Learning About Severe Weather

= Firs graders from Mrs.
=8 Rosss class a Avalon are
— working on their inquiry
into severe weather. " e
students worked in their
cooperativelearninggroups
to research information on
a chosen and agreed upon
severe weather type, and then painted a mural of this severe
weether. " ey also learned about captions, labels, and other
informational text festures and added these to their murals to
further educate others on facts about that severe wegather type.
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Parenting Teenagers

Systematic Training for Es ective Parenting will help you get there
step by step.  Encourage your teenager to be healthy, con€dent and
cooperative; avoid power struggles; build astrong, lifdongrelationship
with your teenager.

CARE of Southeastern Michigan is oe ering a parenting class for
parentsof children 12 yearsand older.

South LakeHigh School
21900 E. 9 NeRoad, S. Clair Shores
(Between Mack & Harper)

Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
April 17,2012 through June5, 2012
$30.00 pr person / $45.00 per couple

Parenting Teenagersby Dinkmeyer & McKay istherequired book and
can be purchased a CARE for $17. To register call CARE &t (586)
541-0033 pregister onlinea: www.careofsem.com

South Lake Schools

- Presentsthe Seventh Annual Cdebration of the Arts
May 10, 2012

: 5:00 pm. - 8:00 jmn. .

. South Lake High School .

: 21900 NheMile Road :

- Besuretomark your calendar to comeseethisshowcase:
of our sudents outstanding work and talents!

International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme

Soring is de€nitely in the air as students work to complete their 4th
Units of Inquiry. " e learning opportunities tha our students have
participated in have been amazing! Kindergartners have had many
community members visit classrooms, sharing their expertise, as well
as had the opportunity to visit local busnesses. Firgt graders have
been engaged in research as they learn about severe weather and
the precautions that they need to take for safety. " ey will be taking
action by creating awareness piecesto inform others.  Second graders
culminating activity for their unit on @How We Express Oursdves® was
a Masquerade Ball. Sudentswrotetheir own fairy talesand folk tales,
dressed ascharacters, and shared their published pieceswith family and
friends. " ird graders have been inquiring into how higtorians learn
about the past, aswdll aslearning about eventsthat have shaped higtory.
Sudents were excited to visit the Henry Ford Museum and explore
artifactsthat they had learned about in their classrooms. Fourth graders
have been busy learning about How the World Works, engaging in
hands-on activitiesto learn about energy sources. Fi% grade sudents
have been learning about the interconnectedness of ecosysems; they
havebuilt their own ecosystemsand have been observing and collecting
data about the changes that are occurring. Additionaly, they are
learning about theimpact of their personal choiceson theenvironment.
" roughout the units, students and teachers have been supported by

4

many members of the S. Clair Shores community and we oe er our
thanks for their generosity. Vivianos Flowers gracioudy provided
#owersfor studentsto dissect and explore. Moorés Veterinary Hospital
will behosting sessionsfor studentsto comeand learn about the services
they provide to the community. Board Member, Ellen Dunn, camein
and shared her expertise with Kindergarten students. Car e Far Bella
owners, Jack and Karen Palazzolo, have worked collaboratively with
Art Teacher, Audrey Shyu, to host an art exhibition of sdect dementary
sudentwork. " eart will beon display throughout themonth of March.
" e Primary Years Programme fogsters student inquiry and sdf-
directed learning. " isspring, studentsare participating in sudent-led
conferences, sharing their learning with their parents. Unitsof Inquiry
provide opportunity for the integration of special subject areasand the
content areas. Sudents are learning the skills, concepts, and attributes
that will ensuretheir successin our ever-changing global world. " ey
arelearning to be sdlf-rettective and take action to improve the world.

One way in which Avalon gudents will demonstrate the action
component isthrough their participation in the Parkinson Foundation
Kids Fun Run (Free!) which will be held at the South Lake Athletic
Fidd a 10:00 A.M. on Sturday, May 19th. " e event will be complete
with free food, face painting, carnival games, a bounce house and
much more! " roughout the month of April, sudentswill learn about
Parkinsons and itsimpact on individuals and their families. " ey will
then help raise awareness for the community as a whole as they share
their knowledge with family members and participate in the event.
We would like to extend an invitation to al community members to
participatein the event and help make adi erence.

Both Avalon Elementary and Elmwood Elementary will host teams
from the International Baccaaureate later this spring as they work
towards becoming recognized World 1B Schools.

If you have questions, or would like additional information about the
Primary Years Programme (PYP), please contact Candice Merivirta a
(586)435-1115rcemail cmerivirta@solake.org.

Candice Merivirta, South Lake Schools PYP Coordinator

SLMS Adoption of Primates

is year the S MS Sudent Council has adopted three primates a
chimpanzee, an orangutan,and alemur. " estudentsworked hard with
their bagd sales, pencil and pen machine sales, and also their fall bake
saleto raisefundsto show our support to protect our environment. We
support the WWFE, World Wildlife Foundation, by adopting animals
each year and the funds are used to prevent illegal poaching and help
provide regulations to protect our wildlife. " e students together
decide what species they would like to adopt and then display their
choicesin our media center. Snce 1985, the WWF has invested over
$1.165hillion in more than 11,000 projectsin 130 countries. WWF
in the United Sates is an independent organization, but plays an
increasingly important role in WWF's conservation programs that
exist al over theworld. " ey seek to saveaplanet, aworld of life. " ey
seek to indtill in people everywhere a discriminating, yet unabashed,
reverence for nature and to balance that reverence with a profound
belief in human posshilities. From the smallest community to the
largest organizations they seek to inspire others who can advance the
cause of conservation. " e S MS Cavaliers would like to encourage
our community to support the WWF's conservation es ortsin any way

possible. Please visit www.worldwildlife.org for further information
on their cause and waysto help them continueto protect our wildlife.
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ElImwood’s Camp Read Away

Elmwood students are engrossed in a camping theme for March is Reading
Month thisyear. ! e students are encouraged to get outdoors, try new things,
and of course, read SMore books"

ElImwood’s Campgrounds

Some of the classroom teachers have transformed their
classrooms into campgrounds with tents, woodlands
and bunks' We have seen the students get really excited
about reading as they have become immersed in the
theme" It helps to create learning experiences that are
authentic and engaging” All the classes will be camping
out in our library at Camp Read Away at the end of the
month for #ashlight reading in tents and under the sars’

Mrs.  Eggert's second
graders love to have quiet
readingunder their 2Camp
Read-a-Lot° tent"”

Mrs.  Livds third
graders are #ashlight
reading in ther
classroom tent"

Author Visits EImwood

Buck Wilder came to vist Elmwood on March 12th for
March isReading Month" Heisawdl-known author who
lives in Traverse City, Michigan. He writes books about
camping, $shing, and the great outdoors' His books
make a wonderful connection to our camping theme for
this month" His outgoing personality and humor with
the sudents ingtantly got them excited to read and write"
He o%red many wonderful life lessons such as being
a risk taker and not being afraid of making mistakes.
I e gstudents were so excited to buy his books, and he
autographed every one of them" ! a iswhat this month
isall about ... getting children excited to read and to open
up their imaginations because anythingispossible.

Ms. Renhad's $rg graders
prepared for Buck Wilder's
vist by reading some of his
books' ! ey even made Rascal
Raccoon hatsto wear the day of
the presentation”

Buck Wilder did awonderful
job engaging the students
and getting them thinking
about the writing process'
Wehavemany youngauthors
right herein . Clair Shores'

South Lake Preschool

South Lake Preschool o%rs a program that includes daily activities and relationships with
opportunities for the developmental growth of each child. We bdlieve that it is important for
children to have experiences with peers and adultsin a fun, safe and postive environment. Our
hours are: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:00-11:00 am. or 12:00-3:00 p.m;
and Tuesday and ! ursday 8:00-11:00 am. or 12:00-3:00 p.m. dependent
upon enrollment. Tuition is due on a quarterly basis with a 860.00 non-
refundable regigration fee. We accept CDC 3rd party payments upon

approval. For moreinformation, please contact Ginny Frandsat gfrand s@solake.org at 586-435-

1008 o tjamieson@olake.org at 586-435-1640.




DISTRICT CALENDAR

2012

March 24 Kdg. Enrollment Fair
at Avalon 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

March 27 District Early Dismissal

April 2 - April 9 NO School - Spring Break

April 24 District Early Dismissal

May 3 SLMS Half-Day Conferences

May 10 District Half-Day
Celebration of the Arts - SLHS
5:00-8:00 p.m.

May 21 District Early Dismissal

May 24 SLHS Junior/ Senior Prom at
Henry Ford Estate 6:30-11 p.m.

May 25-28 NO School - Holiday Break

May 29, 30, 31 Senior Exams

May 31 Last Day for Seniors

June 11 Mandatory Graduation Rehearsal
for Seniors - 2:00 p.m.

June 12 Graduation for Seniors at

June 12, 13, 14
June 14

Macomb Center 7:30 p.m.
Senior All Night Party/Banquet
SLHS Half-Day Exams

Last Day of School - Half-Day

Please note: Calendar is subject to change.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEETIN GS
2011
October 19 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
November 9 Study Session TBD
November 16  Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
December 14 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.

2012
January 18 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
February 15 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
March 14 Study Session TBD
March 21 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
April 18 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
May 16 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
June 6 Study Session TBD
June 13 Regular Meeting  6:00 p.m.

Organizational Meeting
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