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                             A Message from the 
                Superintendent

!  e South Lake Schools Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed or 
ancestry, age, height, weight, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, or any other legally protected characteristic in its 
programs, activities, or employment.

Paying it Forward
One recent Sunday morning, I opened my email and 
found a message from the parent of a former student. 
!  is student was in my school when I was a principal. As 
I began to read, I have to admit that I expected it to be a 
letter voicing a concern or something for me to look into. 
It took me a few sentences to realize that it was a letter 
expressing gratitude. !  e experience of receiving this 
message reminds me of the commercial in which a person 
observes someone doing a kindness and then passes it 
on. So, Mrs. Mowen and Jacob, with that in mind, I am 
devoting this article to expressing my gratitude to the sta"  
and students that every day make South Lake Schools a 
great place to learn and work#

I $ rst want to express how grateful I am for all of the South 
Lake families who have over the years maintained their 
commitment to our schools and community. Many others 
chose to leave when things did not go exactly as they 
wanted, but you have stayed and worked with us modeling 
the life skills of community and acceptance. !  ank you#

I am so thankful for the teachers who have strengthened, 
through their hard work and dedication, many of our 
programs.  

Our South Lake High School Symphony Band received a 
ª1,º the highest possible achievement rating at the MSBOA 
District 16 Band and Orchestra Festival.  ª!  ank you, 
students and Mr. Verbeke#º

Many of our athletes achieved scholar status this year. 
!  ey demonstrated that hard work on the $ elds and in the 
classrooms always pays o" . Brooke Brancato and Jackie 
Cardno quali$ ed for the State Tournament in bowling. 
Jeremy Lewis quali$ ed for the State Swim Meet and broke 
the school's record for 100-meter breaststroke at the meet# 
!  ank you for demonstrating leadership and representing 
our school and district well.

I want to also send a special ª!  ank you,º to all of the 
elementary sta"  and students who have worked so hard 
to move toward World Class PYP Authorization by the 
International Baccalaureate Organization and who have 
achieved Glasser Quality School status. Our students 
are truly participating in a global learning experience 
designed to provide them with lifelong skills.   !  e only 
problem with publicly thanking individuals and groups is 
that you run the risk of forgetting someone who warrants 
special recognition. However, if you never attempt to 
pass the gratitude on, you have to live with the regret of 
not saying, !̀  ank you#º I want to sincerely express my 
thanks to all of the students, parents, sta"  and community 
members who daily make me aware of how blessed I am 
to be able to serve the South Lake Schools community.  I 
especially want to thank Mrs. Mowen and Jacob for taking 
a few minutes out of their day and really making mine#                                             
Pamela Balint

South Lake Schools
Success at Every Step for Every Student

With its acclaimed programs and o" erings, South Lake Schools helps your student prepare for and succeed at each next step with:
·  Safe, secure, personalized instruction
·  Accelerated academic programs
·  Spanish and Mandarin instruction
·  Reading and math support
·  Elementary band and music programs
·  Only Macomb County school district with International 

Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme candidate schools

2012-13 Schools of Choice 
Applications are currently being accepted 

through August 24, 2012
for Kdg.- 9th grade Macomb County Residents

Please see www.solake.org 
or call 586-435-1640 for more information.
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Koepsell Has the Moves at VIP Dance

LINK Crew Helps Freshmen 
Prepare for Semester Exams

South Lake High School's 5th Annual Cookies and Cram was 
held on Friday, January 13, 2012 in the high school cafeteria.  
Upper classmen from the LINK mentoring program hosted 
the freshmen-only event in order to help the freshmen prepare 
for their upcoming semester exams.  ªMany freshmen are 
overwhelmed with preparing for their exams, and this event 
gives them an opportunity to come together and get helpº 
says LINK Coordinator and high school science teacher, Joe 
Lambdin.  !  e LINK leaders get exam reviews from teachers, 
and then prepare review games and activities for the freshmen.  
Freshmen also have the opportunity to work at study tables with 
roving LINK leaders assisting them, as well as the many teachers 
who stopped by the event.

Junior LINK leader, Katelyn McCoy, likes ªthat it is older 
students running it, that way they can be an example that 
studying is good.º  Freshman Lauren Dandurand commented 
ªIt helped me a lot when it came to the day of our exams,º and 
freshman Cornisha Kendrick gave it a 10 out of 10.

!  e event was open to all freshmen and cookies, milk, and juice 
were provided.  
Additionally, ra"  es 
were held several 
times throughout 
the event.  !  e 
prizes included 
school supplies like 
notebooks, folders, 
pens, and pencils.  
Assistant Principal, 
Michael Fringer, 
also graciously 
donated the grand 
prize of lunch for the winner and a few friends.  He commented 
ªI was impressed with the turnout, and the enthusiasm of the 
Link Leaders#º

Freedom Assembly
Learning buddies from Mrs. DeCook's 5th grade class and 
Ms. Berbenchuk's 1st/2nd grade multiage class  presented an 
assembly on the topic of freedom 
as it relates to Choice !  eory.  It is 
based on the idea that we are all 
free to make choices for ourselves.  
Several students introduced 
the idea of freedom, a couple 
of students shared poems they 
wrote, while some shared some 
of the choices that they are free to 
make every day for themselves.

To tie the topic into Black History 
Month, the classes created a 
freedom quilt, and each child designed a square representing 
choices they like to make.

Every semester at conferences parents ask for ideas on how to help their 
child at home and in school. As we know each child is di$ erent, but I 
wanted to share some ideas that may help you and your child through 
their years of schooling. 

1.  Talk to your child about school. Ask speci% c questions to draw out 
your child. Ask ªHow do you think you did on the math test?º ªDid Ms. 
Bialke say anything funny today?º ªWhat games did you play in PE?º.

2.  Give your child a quiet place to study and do homework. Find an area 
in your home that is free of distraction (not away and in their room) 
where your middle schooler can concentrate on homework. Be available 
to help if your child has a question. !  is should be a technology/gadget 
free area so they will spend time working and not on % nding music to 
listen to instead.

3.  Check over your child's homework. Even if you don't know about the 
Pythagorean !  eorem, or even all the Amendments to the Constitution, 
you can still look over your child's work to ensure it's complete, neat, 
and basic grammar (capitalization and punctuation) is correct. Even if 
you work late, have your child leave their homework out for you to see 
when you get home.

4.  Post a family calendar in a central place. Write down important 
school dates, including parent meetings, due dates for projects, and 
tests. Encourage your middle schooler to add to the calendar and to 
check it daily. 

5.  Help your child become organized. Stop in to school and check their 
locker from time to time. At the end of the night make sure all supplies 
and assignments are ready to be taken back to school in the morning.

6.  Limit technology. Make sure phones, tablets, computers, games, 
Ipod's, etc. are checked in at night. Kids will avoid sleeping if they have 
their gadgets with them at night. Avoid TV's being in their bedrooms.

Ms. Bialke - South Lake Middle School / Schoolfamily.com

Ideas to Help Your Child at Home



LSSouth Lake Schools Community Newsletter 
March/April 2012  Vol. 17, Issue 4

3

Curriculum and Instruction Update 
by John Thero

Where We Are in Time and Place
During their Where We Are 
in Time and Place unit, Mrs. 
Edith Bernstein visited Mrs. 
Kra! 's fourth graders to speak 
about her experience as a 
Holocaust survivor.  "  e visit 
was a global connection to the 
unit a! er the students read 
Lois Lowry's Number the Stars 
and experienced inquiry on related Holocaust topics.

Learning About Severe Weather
First graders from Mrs. 
Ross's class at Avalon are 
working on their inquiry 
into severe weather.  "  e 
students worked in their 
cooperative learning groups 
to research information on 
a chosen and agreed upon 

severe weather type, and then painted a mural of this severe 
weather.  "  ey also learned about captions, labels, and other 
informational text features and added these to their murals to 
further educate others on facts about that severe weather type.

As one of the tamest winters in memory comes to a close, and 
with spring on its way in, there are many things going on in 
South Lake with regard to curriculum and instruction.

District administrators and teachers have received the data 
from this year's Michigan Educational Assessment Program 
(MEAP) and have begun to disaggregate the information in 
order to determine where we need to improve programs and 
instruction.  South Lake's pro# cient scores are above the state 
and county averages for 5th, 6th and 8th grade mathematics, 
and we performed well in most other areas.

"  e District Mathematics' Committee continues to meet and 
has begun to develop common assessments for all grades.  "  e 
committee is expecting to begin teaching some new units next 
year, as well as implementing new common assessments as we 
move to the Common Core State Standards.

"  e district is sending four teachers for training in new science 
units that will be piloted next year.  "  is will give the district 
valuable information as we begin a curriculum cycle in science 
in the 2012-2013 school year.

If you have any questions about any of our programs, please 
contact the Curriculum O$  ce at 586-435-1640.

Mr. Chmielewski's 
multi-aged classroom 
at Koepsell Education 
Center is aspiring to 
go higher% Recently 
each student selected 
a college or university 
to research. Students 
wrote letters to 

their university asking for 
information on enrollment, 
tuition and criteria needed 
to become a member of 
their institution. During the 
process students created a 
tri-fold poster displaying 
the information for their 
respective university. On 

Monday, March 5th, they hosted the families of the students as 
well as their Koepsell counterparts to show o&  their amazing 
projects%

Aspire to Go Higher!

Kindergarten Time Travelers
As part of their PYP  
Where We Are in Time 
and Place unit, Avalon 
kindergartners went back 
in time 200 years when the 
Troy Historical Museum 
visited the school bringing 
pioneer artifacts from 
A-Z.  Students were able to 
see and discuss the many 
tools and items settlers 
used when they lived in 
log cabins.  "  ey also dressed in period clothing - the girls in 
aprons and the boys in vests.  In addition they learned to play a 
game involving cobblers and shoes.

"  e kindergartners also shared their knowledge regarding the 
past and present when they made and presented a timeline of 
their life highlighting # ve to six events from their lives so far.  
"  ey enjoyed making connections with others regarding similar 
experiences and also noticed the di& erences in our lives which 
make us unique.  "  e connections were even more evident 
when Ms. Wood and Mrs. Saleh shared their timeline of their 
childhood experiences from birth to 5 years old.  "  is was an 
interesting and fun learning experience for everyone.
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Systematic Training for E• ective Parenting will help you get there 
step by step.   Encourage your teenager to be healthy, con€ dent and 
cooperative; avoid power struggles; build a strong, lifelong relationship 
with your teenager.

CARE of Southeastern Michigan is o• ering a parenting class for 
parents of children 12 years and older.

South Lake High School
21900 E. 9 Mile Road, St. Clair Shores

(Between Mack & Harper)

Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
April 17, 2012 through June 5, 2012

$30.00 per person / $45.00 per couple

Parenting Teenagers by Dinkmeyer & McKay is the required book and 
can be purchased at CARE for $17.   To register call CARE at (586) 
541-0033 or register online at:  www.careofsem.com

Parenting Teenagers

South Lake Schools

Presents the Seventh Annual Celebration of the Arts
May 10, 2012

5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
South Lake High School
21900 Nine Mile Road

Be sure to mark your calendar to come see this showcase 
of our students' outstanding work and talents!

SLMS Adoption of Primates
"  is year the SLMS Student Council has adopted three primates: a 
chimpanzee, an orangutan, and a lemur.  "  e students worked hard with 
their bagel sales, pencil and pen machine sales, and also their fall bake 
sale to raise funds to show our support to protect our environment.  We 
support the WWF, World Wildlife Foundation, by adopting animals 
each year and the funds are used to prevent illegal poaching and help 
provide regulations to protect our wildlife.  "  e students together 
decide what species they would like to adopt and then display their 
choices in our media center.  Since 1985, the WWF has invested over 
$1.165 billion in more than 11,000 projects in 130 countries.  WWF 
in the United States is an independent organization, but plays an 
increasingly important role in WWF's conservation programs that 
exist all over the world.  "  ey seek to save a planet, a world of life.  "  ey 
seek to instill in people everywhere a discriminating, yet unabashed, 
reverence for nature and to balance that reverence with a profound 
belief in human possibilities. From the smallest community to the 
largest organizations they seek to inspire others who can advance the 
cause of conservation.  "  e SLMS Cavaliers would like to encourage 
our community to support the WWF's conservation e• orts in any way 

possible.  Please visit www.worldwildlife.org for further information 
on their cause and ways to help them continue to protect our wildlife.

many members of the St. Clair Shores community and we o• er our 
thanks for their generosity.  Viviano's Flowers graciously provided 
# owers for students to dissect and explore.  Moore's Veterinary Hospital 
will be hosting sessions for students to come and learn about the services 
they provide to the community.  Board Member, Ellen Dunn, came in 
and shared her expertise with Kindergarten students.  Ca• e Far Bella 
owners, Jack and Karen Palazzolo, have worked collaboratively with 
Art Teacher, Audrey Shyu, to host an art exhibition of select elementary 
student work.  "  e art will be on display throughout the month of March.  

"  e Primary Years Programme fosters student inquiry and self-
directed learning.   "  is spring, students are participating in student-led 
conferences, sharing their learning with their parents.  Units of Inquiry 
provide opportunity for the integration of special subject areas and the 
content areas.  Students are learning the skills, concepts, and attributes 
that will ensure their success in our ever-changing global world.    "  ey 
are learning to be self-re# ective and take action to improve the world.  

One way in which Avalon students will demonstrate the action 
component is through their participation in the Parkinson Foundation 
Kids' Fun Run (Free!) which will be held at the South Lake Athletic 
Field at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, May 19th.  "  e event will be complete 
with free food, face painting, carnival games, a bounce house and 
much more!  "  roughout the month of April, students will learn about 
Parkinsons and its impact on individuals and their families.  "  ey will 
then help raise awareness for the community as a whole as they share 
their knowledge with family members and participate in the event.  
We would like to extend an invitation to all community members to 
participate in the event and help make a di• erence.

Both Avalon Elementary and Elmwood Elementary will host teams 
from the International Baccalaureate later this spring as they work 
towards becoming recognized World IB Schools.

If you have questions, or would like additional information about the 
Primary Years Programme (PYP), please contact Candice Merivirta at 
(586)435-1115 or email cmerivirta@solake.org.

Candice Merivirta,  South Lake Schools PYP Coordinator
International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme

Spring is de€ nitely in the air as students work to complete their 4th 
Units of Inquiry.   "  e learning opportunities that our students have 
participated in have been amazing!  Kindergartners have had many 
community members visit classrooms, sharing their expertise, as well 
as had the opportunity to visit local businesses.  First graders have 
been engaged in research as they learn about severe weather and 
the precautions that they need to take for safety.  "  ey will be taking 
action by creating awareness pieces to inform others.   Second graders' 
culminating activity for their unit on ªHow We Express Ourselvesº was  
a Masquerade Ball.  Students wrote their own fairy tales and folk tales, 
dressed as characters, and shared their published pieces with family and 
friends.  "  ird graders have been inquiring into how historians learn 
about the past, as well as learning about events that have shaped history.  
Students were excited to visit the Henry Ford Museum and explore 
artifacts that they had learned about in their classrooms.  Fourth graders 
have been busy learning about How the World Works, engaging in 
hands-on activities to learn about energy sources.  Fi% h grade students 
have been learning about the interconnectedness of ecosystems; they 
have built their own ecosystems and have been observing and collecting 
data about the changes that are occurring.  Additionally, they are 
learning about the impact of their personal choices on the environment.
"  roughout the units, students and teachers have been supported by 
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Elmwood’s Camp Read Away

Elmwood students are engrossed in a camping theme for March is Reading 
Month this year.  !  e students are encouraged to get outdoors, try new things, 
and of course, read S'More books"

Elmwood’s Campgrounds
Some of the classroom teachers have transformed their 
classrooms into campgrounds with tents, woodlands 
and bunks"  We have seen the students get really excited 
about reading as they have become immersed in the 
theme"  It helps to create learning experiences that are 
authentic and engaging"  All the classes will be camping 
out in our library at Camp Read Away at the end of the 
month for # ashlight reading in tents and under the stars"

Mrs. Eggert's second 
graders love to have quiet 
reading under their ªCamp 
Read-a-Lotº tent"

Mrs. Liva's third 
graders are # ashlight 
reading in their 
classroom tent"

Author Visits Elmwood
Buck Wilder came to visit Elmwood on March 12th for 
March is Reading Month"  He is a well-known author who 
lives in Traverse City, Michigan.  He writes books about 
camping, $ shing, and the great outdoors"  His books 
make a wonderful connection to our camping theme for 
this month"  His outgoing personality and humor with 
the students instantly got them excited to read and write"  
He o% ered many wonderful life lessons such as being 
a risk taker and not being afraid of making mistakes.  
!  e students were so excited to buy his books, and he 
autographed every one of them"  !  at is what this month 
is all about ... getting children excited to read and to open 
up their imaginations because anything is possible.

Ms. Reinhard's $ rst graders 
prepared for Buck Wilder's 
visit by reading some of his 
books"  !  ey even made Rascal 
Raccoon hats to wear the day of 
the presentation"

Buck Wilder did a wonderful 
job engaging the students 
and getting them thinking 
about the writing process"  
We have many young authors 
right here in St. Clair Shores"

South Lake Preschool
South Lake Preschool o% ers a program that includes daily activities and relationships with 
opportunities for the developmental growth of each child.  We believe that it is important for 
children to have experiences with peers and adults in a fun, safe and positive environment.   Our 
hours are: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:00-11:00 a.m. or 12:00-3:00 p.m; 
and Tuesday and !  ursday 8:00-11:00 a.m. or 12:00-3:00 p.m. dependent 
upon enrollment.  Tuition is due on a quarterly basis with a &50.00 non-
refundable registration fee.  We accept CDC 3rd party payments upon 

approval.  For more information, please contact Ginny Francis at gfrancis@solake.org at 586-435-
1008 or tjamieson@solake.org at 586-435-1640.                                                                                                               
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
 2012

 March 24  Kdg. Enrollment Fair
    at Avalon 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
 March 27  District Early Dismissal
 April 2 - Apri l 9  NO School - Spring Break
 April 24   District Early Dismissal
 May 3   SLMS Half-Day Conferences
 May 10   District Half-Day
   Celebration of the Arts - SLHS
   5:00-8:00 p.m.
 May 21   District Early Dismissal
 May 24   SLHS Junior/Senior Prom at
   Henry Ford Estate 6:30-11 p.m.
 May 25-28  NO School - Holiday Break
 May 29, 30, 31  Senior Exams
 May 31   Last Day for Seniors
 June 11   Mandatory Graduation Rehearsal 
                           for Seniors - 2:00 p.m.
 June 12   Graduation for Seniors at 
   Macomb Center 7:30 p.m.
   Senior All Night Party/Banquet
 June 12, 13, 14  SLHS Half-Day Exams
 June 14   Last Day of School - Half-Day
                                                                                                                                                      

                              
Please note:  Calendar is subject to change.

South Lake Schools
23101 Stadium Boulevard
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

SOUTH LAKE SCHOOLS
2011-2012

Board of Education

Mr. Allan Innes, President
Mrs. Ellen Dunn, Vice-President
Mrs. Christi Franklin, Secretary

Mrs. Paula Mack-Crouchman, Treasurer
Mrs. Karla Anderson, Trustee
 Mrs. Lois Cardenas, Trustee

Mrs. Charlotte Rebelein, Trustee

Mrs. Pamela Balint
Superintendent
586- 435-1600

POSTAL PATRON
Carrier Route Pre-Sort

South Lake Schools

BOARD OF EDUCATION
 MEETINGS

2011
 October 19     Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
 November 9     Study Session TBD
 November 16     Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
 December 14      Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
      Organizational Meeting

2012
 January 18     Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
 February 15     Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
 March 14     Study Session TBD
 March 21     Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
 April 18     Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
 May 16         Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.
 June 6      Study Session TBD
 June 13     Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m.


